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2018 NYSAC Fall Seminar     
NYSAC Standing Committee on Taxation and Finance  
Resolution #1 
 
Resolution Urging the Governor and State Legislature to Enact Legislation 

that Ensures a Fair and Level Playing Field for All Retailers by Updating the 
State Sales Tax Code in Recognition of the Recent Supreme Court Decision 

that Ruled States Have the Right to Collect Sales Tax on Purchases Made 
over the Internet 

WHEREAS, the U.S. Supreme Court recently ruled in favor of the states to collect sales 
tax on Internet purchases made by consumers in their state under South Dakota v. 
Wayfair; and  

WHEREAS, this decision overturned the Quill precedent set by the Court in 1992; and 

WHEREAS, the South Dakota v. Wayfair ruling declared that “…Quill is flawed on its 
own terms…;” and 

WHEREAS, the recent decision also declared that “Quill creates rather than resolves 
market distortions;” and 

WHEREAS, the recent decision continues, “In effect, it is a judicially created tax 
shelter for businesses that limit their physical presence in a state but sell their goods and 
services to the state’s consumers…;” and 

WHEREAS, the decision also states, “By giving some online retailers an arbitrary 
advantage over their competitors who collect sales taxes, Quill’s physical presence rule 
has limited states’ ability to seek long-term prosperity and has prevented market 
participants from competing on a level playing field;” and  

WHEREAS, the Court’s ruling reiterates many of the same reasons the New York State 
Association of Counties (NYSAC) and the Governor cited relating to the need for New 
York to update it sales tax collection system; and  

WHEREAS, the Supreme Court ruling in South Dakota v. Wayfair provides a clear 
blueprint on how states can proceed in changing their state laws to comport with the 
decision while maintaining the rights of all market participants; and 

WHEREAS, the Court also clarified that since the Quill decision created the problem, 
they corrected that problem by overturning Quill and that, while congress has the right 
to enact federal legislation in this area, there is no need to as the Court corrected their 
earlier mistake, clearing the way for states to collect taxes they are lawfully owed.  
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the New York State Association of 
Counties (NYSAC) calls on the Governor and State Legislature to update the state’s sales 
tax laws to ensure that sales tax lawfully owed is collected on Internet purchases in a 
way that conforms with the principles laid out in South Dakota v. Wayfair; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that copies of this resolution be sent to the counties 
of New York State encouraging member counties to enact similar resolutions; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that NYSAC shall forward copies of this resolution to 
Governor Andrew M. Cuomo, the New York State Legislature and all others deemed 
necessary and proper.    
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2018 NYSAC Fall Seminar     
Standing Committee on Taxation and Finance 
Resolution #2 
 
Resolution Calling on the Governor and State Legislative Leaders to Reform 

the Home Rule Revenue Process by Enacting Longer Extension Periods 
with the Goal of Making Most of these Measures Permanent 

WHEREAS, counties continue to face significant challenges in balancing their budgets 
while also meeting the goals of the property tax cap; and  
 
WHEREAS, counties must administer and pay for more than 40 state programs that 
can consume up to 85 percent of a county’s entire budget; and 
 
WHEREAS, locally raised revenues are necessary to implement and deliver State 
mandated programs as well as local public health and safety, economic development 
and “quality of life” services demanded and expected in our communities; and   
 
WHEREAS, local elected officials rely on their home rule authority to determine what 
mix of local taxes is the least burdensome in their community; and 
 
WHEREAS, in recent years, counties have seen their home rule authority held hostage 
in larger state policy fights, including the lapsing of local sales tax authority a few years 
ago for a county and most recently, no renewal of local mortgage recording taxes for 
four counties at the close of the latest legislative session; and  
 
WHEREAS, in the case of sales tax, counties often share the revenues with other local 
governments, where on average nearly one out of every four local sales tax dollars 
collected are shared with cities, towns, and villages to help pay for services delivered by 
these municipalities, or to directly lower the amount of property taxes levied in these 
jurisdictions; and  
 
WHEREAS, the pass-through of local sales tax revenue from counties to cities, towns, 
villages, and school districts will likely exceed $1.9 billion in 2018, which is more than 
double the AIM funding the state provides to local governments; and 
 
WHEREAS, enacting longer home rule revenue authorizations still allows for 
appropriate state legislative review; and 
 
WHEREAS, even if this local home rule revenue authority is made permanent, any 
future change would be subject to state legislative review and action; and  
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WHEREAS, a longer local authorization period would dramatically reduce 
administrative expense and duplication of effort to process the necessary paperwork, 
forms, legislative hearings, filings and notices, resulting in improved government 
operations and fiscal savings at both the state and local levels.  
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the New York State Association of 
Counties (NYSAC) calls upon the Governor and State Legislature to reform the home 
rule process so it works as efficiently as possible for local taxpayers, eliminates the 
unnecessary and duplicative legislative activity at the state and local level required 
under current state law, while retaining state legislative review; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the State should, upon the next renewal of local sales 
tax rates and all other home rule revenue measures that come before the Legislature, 
provide a four-year authorization for each county; and  
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the State should make county sales tax authority 
permanent at the rate that exists at that time, the same authority that was granted to 
New York City nearly a decade ago; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that copies of this resolution be sent to the counties 
of New York State encouraging member counties to enact similar resolutions; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the New York State Association of Counties shall 
forward copies of this resolution to Governor Andrew M. Cuomo, the New York State 
Legislature and all others deemed necessary and proper.   
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2018 NYSAC Fall Seminar     
Standing Committee on Taxation and Finance 
Resolution #3 
 

Resolution Urging State Legislative Leaders to Focus Their Property Tax 
Relief Efforts on Fiscal Reforms that will Lead to Permanent and Historic 

Property Tax Reduction by Assuming the Cost of State Mandated Programs, 
Starting with Medicaid 

 
WHEREAS, State leaders have identified property taxes as the number one fiscal 
burden for homeowners and small businesses, as well as the largest impediment to 
economic growth and job creation in Upstate New York and Long Island; and    
 
WHEREAS, the Governor and State Legislature have enacted several laws over the last 
few decades designed to address New York’s highest-in-the-nation property taxes, 
including the creation of STAR school tax relief, a property tax cap, a temporary two-
year property tax freeze and rebate check program, and two separate temporary state 
matching grant programs for eligible local government shared services efforts; and 
 
WHEREAS, for decades, counties and other local governments have implemented, and 
continue to implement, thousands of shared services projects and other government 
efficiencies; and  
 
WHEREAS, county elected leaders have strongly advocated in support of ways to lower 
the property tax burden for homeowners and businesses across the state going back 
nearly 50 years when the largest state mandate, Medicaid, was first imposed on 
counties, growing from $100 million then to over $7.5 billion today; and  
 
WHEREAS, since that time, the State has required county taxpayers to finance with 
local taxes dozens of other state programs that, for the most part, counties in other 
states are not required to finance; and 
 
WHEREAS, many of these state mandated programs are very comprehensive and 
generous compared to what other states provide and often are among the most 
expensive in the country in total dollars, as well as per beneficiary; and  
 
WHEREAS, state-imposed mandates on counties require more than $12 billion 
annually in locally raised taxes to be sent to the state capitol so they can be used in lieu 
of state raised taxes to pay for statewide programs and initiatives; and    
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WHEREAS, state elected officials recognize that mandating local governments to 
finance state-designed and controlled programs directly impacts the property tax 
burden, and to help mitigate this they have enacted important mandate relief for county 
property taxpayers, including the implementation of two separate caps on the growth in 
the local share of Medicaid costs and major pension reforms; and  
 
WHEREAS, since the enactment of these mandate relief initiatives, the growth rate in 
aggregate county property taxes has slowed dramatically, generally averaging 2 percent 
per year over the last decade, less than the rate of inflation over that time frame; and  
 
WHEREAS, one of the best ways to improve New York’s economic climate and 
competitiveness is to not just slow the rate of growth in property taxes, but to lower 
them from today’s levels; and  
 
WHEREAS, aligning the cost of the state’s human services programs with the 
governmental entity that defines and controls them will result in historic and 
sustainable reductions in county property taxes and establish a more appropriate and 
equitable distribution of the cost of the state’s human services programs; and 
 
WHEREAS, the cost of the state Medicaid program in a typical county (outside of New 
York City) equals about one half of the county property tax levy; and  
 
WHEREAS, the benefits, scope, and ultimate cost of Medicaid has been set and  
controlled by the State for 50 years, but not fully financed with state resources, therefore 
transferring a significant burden to local property taxpayers and contributing greatly to 
the disparity between property taxes in New York and other states; and  
 
WHEREAS, Cornell University researchers have documented how New York’s practice 
of shifting fiscal responsibilities from the state to lower levels of government, including 
counties, creates severe imbalances between New York and other states in relation to 
property taxes; and  
 
WHEREAS, we attribute the practice of using local revenues to subsidize statewide 
spending initiatives as the number one reason why New York’s property taxes are the 
highest in the nation.   
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the New York State Association of 
Counties (NYSAC) calls on the Governor and State Legislature to focus on enacting a 
phased-in state takeover of the costs of its own mandated human services, starting with 
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Medicaid, that would provide immediate, permanent, and measurable county property 
tax reductions and lower tax rates for New York City residents; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that copies of this resolution be sent to the counties 
of New York State encouraging member counties to enact similar resolutions; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the New York State Association of Counties shall 
forward copies of this resolution to Governor Andrew M. Cuomo, the New York State 
Legislature, and all others deemed necessary and proper. 
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